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The Chinook’s Edge Board of Trustees is pleased to announce it has appointed Dr. Ryan Sawula, as 
Superintendent of Schools, starting June 2, 2025.  “Dr. Sawula is a respected K-12 leader who shares our 
division’s values of student-centered learning, innovation, and academic excellence,” says Holly Bilton, 
Chinook’s Edge Board Chair. “His track record of building strong relationships and ensuring that every student 
receives a high-quality education aligns perfectly with our mission at Chinook’s Edge.”  
 
The Board is preparing for its annual spring budgeting process. At its meeting on February 4, the Board 
reviewed the process that will be used, which prioritizes fairness and transparency in the way resources are 
allocated. 
 
Also at its February 4 meeting, the Board said it will support school council members who wish to attend the 
Alberta School Councils Association annual conference, to be held virtually on April 26. In addition, trustees 
discussed how the Board will welcome any new trustees that join the Board after the upcoming municipal 
election on October 20, 2025.  
 
The Board continues to support the work of the division in building career connections for students. Late in 
January, three Chinook’s Edge students spoke to municipal and local trades businesses, as a part of an event 
hosted at Red Deer Polytechnic, by the Central Alberta Collegiate Institute (CACI). CACI is a partnership 
between Chinook’s Edge, Red Deer Catholic Regional Public Schools, Red Deer Public Schools, Wolf Creek 
Public Schools, Olds College of Agriculture and Technology, Red Deer Polytechnic, and CAREERS: a 
not-for-profit organization that collaborates with schools to connect youth with employers, providing valuable 
paid internship opportunities. 
 
The Board is pleased to see the impact of its priority on career connections in the lives of students. For 
instance, four Chinook’s Edge graduates have now moved onto post-secondary training in the skilled trades, 
after multiple career pathways experiences during their years in Chinook’s Edge.  Another example is the 
acceptance of a student from Ecole Olds High School, who was accepted into the Olds College meat cutting 
program.  
 
Trustees are watching with interest as the new Penhold Waskasoo Middle School building takes shape.  
Exterior siding work has begun, polishing of the interior concrete floor is underway, interior framing is nearing 
completion, and drywall installation has started. Also, trustees were happy to see that the school recently 
announced its new corporate and athletic logo, developed after stakeholder feedback. The school’s mascot will 
be the Red Winged Blackbird, which symbolizes change, transformation, love and compassion, inner strength, 
courage and determination. Red Winged Blackbirds can often be found in the ponds and sloughs behind the 
new school.  
 
 
 
 
 

 www.cesd73.ca 

https://www.cesd73.ca/about/news/post/chinooks-edge-announces-appointment-of-dr-ryan-sawula-as-superintendent
https://www.thealbertan.com/innisfail-news/chinooks-edge-school-division-names-new-superintendent-10233677
https://rdnewsnow.com/2025/02/14/chinooks-edge-board-appoints-new-superintendent/
https://www.reddeeradvocate.com/local-news/chinooks-edge-school-division-appoints-new-superintendent-7822499
https://centralalbertaonline.com/articles/chinooks-edge-announces-appointment-of-new-superintendent
https://www.mymountainviewnow.com/21712/featured/trustees-for-chinooks-edge-welcome-new-superintendent-on-board/
https://www.discoverairdrie.com/articles/chinooks-edge-school-division-appoints-new-superintendent
https://educationnewscanada.com/article/education/level/k12/3/1126116/chinook-s-edge-announces-appointment-of-dr-ryan-sawula-as-superintendent.html
https://rdnewsnow.com/2025/02/14/chinooks-edge-board-appoints-new-superintendent/
https://www.cesd73.ca/about/news/post/board-highlights-february-4-2025
https://www.discoverairdrie.com/articles/chinooks-edge-prepares-for-spring-budget-and-new-trustees
https://centralalbertaonline.com/articles/spring-budget-process-topic-of-chinooks-edge-school-board-meeting
https://www.cesd73.ca/about/news/post/board-highlights-february-4-2025
https://www.cesd73.ca/about/news/post/from-classroom-to-career-chinooks-edge-alumni-inspire-at-caci-event
https://centralalbertaonline.com/articles/chinooks-edge-alumni-inspire-at-caci-event
https://www.discoverairdrie.com/articles/olds-graduates-share-success-stories-in-skilled-trades
https://www.cesd73.ca/about/news/post/central-alberta-collegiate-institute-highlights-building-stronger-skilled-trades-workforce-in-alberta
https://www.cesd73.ca/about/news/post/chinook-s-edge-school-division-career-pathway-programming-success
https://centralalbertaonline.com/articles/career-and-technology-studies-are-putting-central-ab-students-ahead-of-the-rest
https://www.discoverairdrie.com/articles/career-training-programs-propel-chinooks-edge-graduates-forward
https://discoverairdrie.com/articles/olds-student-pursues-passion-for-meat-cutting
https://www.facebook.com/ChinooksEdgeSchoolDivision/posts/pfbid026YvE7dFUaBp6tVtKGf1rxZjLT73Fi4TeFgb1RNnVPYUa9fDK9oJZ5ScBFT4ACe8Fl
https://www.facebook.com/ChinooksEdgeSchoolDivision/posts/pfbid037m93nieQ5iGemfEDUyRkYFH4zsL1u9S9ZrZM4Ywprjs9ExXTsmUqy9oPbNtbELCyl
https://www.facebook.com/ChinooksEdgeSchoolDivision/posts/pfbid037m93nieQ5iGemfEDUyRkYFH4zsL1u9S9ZrZM4Ywprjs9ExXTsmUqy9oPbNtbELCyl
https://rdnewsnow.com/2025/01/28/penhold-waskasoo-middle-school-unveils-new-nickname-and-logos/
http://www.reddeeradvocate.com/local-news/new-penhold-middle-school-unveils-logo-team-name-7791449
http://www.cesd73.ca

